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By now you’ve likely heard about our exciting 

new challenge grant from The Northern New 

York Community Foundation (NNYCF). If not, 

here’s an executive summary: 

The Library has launched a new fund-raising 

campaign, “Building Partnerships and In-

vesting in Our Future,” to assist in the 

growth of its endowment fund. 

NNYCF will match donations to this campaign, 

dollar for dollar, up to $10,000. 

We are reaching out to the community to ask 

for your support.  

Our goal is to raise a total of $50,000 by the end of 2024. 

Gifts to the library’s endowment campaign may be made through the secure online giving at 

https://www.nnycf.org/giving/making-a-gift/, or made out and mailed to: 

 

 

 

Northern New York Community Foundation 

ATTN: Ogdensburg Public Library Endowment Fund 

 131 Washington St.  

Watertown, NY 13601 
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So, how did we get here? 
 

About 100 years ago the newly built library and its Remington Art Memorial across the 

street were opened and dedicated to the people of Ogdensburg. At that time the city  

committed to annual financial support. And with that support the library declared: 

“While property was given to the Ogdensburg Public Library, the City is its possessor and 

we recognize our Mayor as its ultimate custodian.  Through him, we are tendering it to  

Ogdensburg, to its children, and its children’s children, to have and to hold forever.”                                         

-  George F. Darrow, President, Library Board, July 19, 1923 

Last year the city withdrew its support, but Ogdensburg’s “children’s children” recognized 

the legacy and voted to save the library through school district funding. Without that vote 

the library may well have closed forever.  We all owe those voters our eternal 

thanks. 

Support through the school district funding saved the library, but it’s very much on life 

support. 
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To help properly maintain the building, rebuild staff, and enrich services the library needs to 

build its endowment – an important first step. 

Endowment investments produce income we can use directly, and over time will grow in 

value assuring higher future income. 

This matching grant gives each donor 100% lever-

age for their gift – a dollar for dollar match up to 

$10,000 

We’re on our own, and with your help we’ve begun 

the long road to permanent solvency. 

This campaign is a first step; in the year(s) ahead 

we must address: 

 Boilers that are old and faulty. Only three of 

four are working; the other is used for parts. 

 Antiquated air handlers are failing and long  

past their expected lifetimes of 15 – 25 years 

 We want and need to improve our facility’s com-

pliance with The Americans With Disabilities 

Act through enhanced access and other services. 

Please help us sustain the legacy for our 

children’s children and help your library 

“Build Partnerships and Invest in the Fu-

ture” by making a gift to this Endowment 

Campaign. 

We aren’t tax experts, but you may be 

able to send your gift directly from your 

IRA or certain other retirement account 

to the NNYCF.  Gifts like this won’t be in-

cluded in your taxable income.  

Thank you 
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Covid Reminder! 

The library is still fully accessible in person,  
but we are happy to make any arrangements  
for curbside service.  
 

Call to arrange it at 315-393 4325 
 
 

Don’t forget the bookstore!  


