
A Shout Out to Staff and Friends 

Thanks to all the Friends and library staff for providing extra community activities in 2022. In addition to  
Children’s Librarian Dorian Lenney-Wallace’s year-round kids’ activities indoors and out, the Friends spon-
sored Games in the Park, a Rain Gutter Regatta, the return of our Book Club luncheon gathering, a fabulous 
jazz concert, LL Bean’s Bootmobile, an illuminating presentation by Ogdensburg City Historian, Julie Madlin, 
two blow out book sales, and continued hours for our in-house book store – all in 2022.   

Let’s make 2023 even better! You will be hearing directly 
from Friends Central in the coming months to ask how you 
might get more involved in coming seasons. We invite and 
welcome your help and ideas to give back and enrich com-
munity life. Nulla Vestigia Retrorsum* 

* Persus Yates Boyeson’s  1996 history of our library, “Nulla Vestigia Retrorsum” is translated as  “No steps 
back,  No retreat  I never retrace my steps”  It speaks to our institutional resilience in the face of adversity.   
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The Giroux Jazz Combo Playing at OPL 

Tenor Sax Eric Waters 

Alto Sax Darren Dutton 

Keyboard Josh Gambee 

Bass  Nicholas Dwarika 

Drums Joe Malone 

 

 

A winter night in Library Park, c 1918 

The Brooklyn Library, with 61 branches, reports 

the most borrowed book over its 125 year history 

is Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are.  
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The Flammarion Engraving 

This arresting image first appeared in an 1888 

book L’atmosphère : météorologie populaire 

("The Atmosphere: Popular Meteorology") by 

devoted bibliophile Camille Flammarion. It de-

picts a belief from the medieval age that the 

sky was an opaque dome and by traveling far 

enough one could find and penetrate the edge 

where it connects to the earth. Since then it’s 

been used in several books and other media as 

a metaphor for scientific, musical or mythic 

quests for knowledge. Authors and artists after 

Flammarion using this image include Carl Yung, 

Daniel Boorstin, Neil deGrasse Tyson, David 

Bowie and Donovan.  So .. now you know!  

Almost all older commercially 
published books from roughly 
1900 – 1940 had useful lives of 
about 50 years. By the early 
1980s about half of the New 
York Public Library’s 5 million 
books were near disintegration. 
Acid is present to varying de-
grees in most book pages (if 
they are made from pulp based 
paper); it’s formed as lignin, a 
natural impurity in the wood 
pulp which reacts to the atmos-
phere. 
 

Acid in the air makes the paper brittle. The edges of a book’s pages will show higher levels of dete-
rioration than inside. For worthy book treasures a professional antiquarian can unbind the book 
and soak its pages in a deacidfier to conserve it for the future.   
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Hello Libby 

Hello Libby 

Early next year the ebook app OverDrive will be replaced 

with Libby, a greatly improved emedia tool. 

For our friends who already borrow emedia, Welcome Libby! You probably already know how 

to move to the new platform.  If not, or you haven’t used this convenient app, consider the 

benefits: 

 Download ebooks, audio books and magazines. 

 The Libby Library is open 24/7 – over 3 billion books checked out since 2012 

 Read a and listen across all your devices via Apple, Android apps or a Bluetooth connection 

 Listen to audio books in your car 

 Kindle compatible  

 Check out the blog for fresh media arrivals and great reviews at Libbylife.com 

 Use your library card to borrow and receive free materials instantly without leaving 

home 

 No more late fees 

 You will never have to pay for loss or damage 

because there’s no book to lose. Act now, or 

this could happen to you! 

 Get the app at www.meet.libbyapp.com  

 Follow news at www.libbylife.com  

 The key to all of this is your OPL library card 

Still need guidance?  Check in with the front desk at OPL 

An actual image of a wanton canine bibliophage 

http://www.meet.libbyapp.com
http://www.libbylife.com
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Top 15 Ebooks   

(6 of the top 50 are by John Grisham) 

 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 

Fifty Shades Of Grey by E L James 

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

Educated by Tara Westover 

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon 

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 

The Whistler by John Grisham 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 

Becoming by Michelle Obama 

A Game of Thrones by George R. R. Martin 

 

 In his first term in office President George Wash-
ington borrowed two books from the New York Soci-
ety Library in 1789. He never brought them back. 
 Adjusted for inflation, he has since racked up 
$300,000 in fines for being over 230 years overdue. 
 On 5 October 1789, he borrowed two books from 
what was then the only library in Manhattan - "Law of 
Nations," a dissertation on international relations, and 
a volume of debate transcripts from Britain's House of 
Commons. 
 The books were due back a month later but were 
never returned and have been accruing late fees ever 
since. Librarians uncovered the misdemeanor as they 
were digitizing the library's ledger from that time. 
 The New York Society Library won’t  pursue the 
fine, but it would like the books back. 

George Washington might have benefitted from 
the use of an app like Libby! 

https://share.libbyapp.com/title/3706353
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/686192
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/800077
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/3149184
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/347660
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/3441378
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/54798
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/1778943
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/1223597
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/2686168
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/3064617
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/574458
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/1509429
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/3994616
https://share.libbyapp.com/title/25475
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One of the highlights of 2022 was our raffle of a gor-

geous quilt created by Georgia Langley, pictured here 

with Library Director Penny Kerfien and Friends Treas-

urer Thomas Lawrence.  We’re deeply grateful for 

Georgia’s talent and generosity. 

From an English lady’s memoir 

Mrs. Digby related that when she lived in 

London with her sister Mrs. Brooke, they 

were, every now and then, honoured by the 

visits of the great lexicographer Dr. Samuel 

Johnson. He called on them one day, soon 

after the publication of his immortal Diction-

ary. The two ladies paid him due compli-

ments on the occasion. Amongst other topics of praise, they very much commended the omission of all 

naughty words. “What! my dears! Then you have been looking for them?” said the moralist. The ladies, con-

fused at being thus caught, dropped the subject of the dictionary. 



You’ll find hundreds of books 

available in the library in-house 

book store - stop in during these 

hours: 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Wednesday 

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Thursday 

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Friday 




