FRIENDS OF THE OGDENSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Salute to the Director

It’s been about six and a half years since
Penny Kerfien took the helm as Executive
Director of our library. A native of Volney,
NY, she brought a graduate degree, broad
experience in the industry, fresh ideas and a
winning personality to the organization.
Now, she’s been faced with two considerable
challenges: running the library in the midst
of our nation’s first pandemic in a century,
and overcoming a financial threat to our
library’s very existence. Penny has dealt with
a steady decline in financial support from
the City of Ogdensburg since 2014, forcing
her to reduce both staff and hours open to
the public. Despite this, Penny and staff
have kept the library alive serving the com-
munity, even as Covid-19 has curtailed our ability to move about freely and socialize. The
curbside lending service, computer access, fun take-home kids crafts, and gradually open-
ing for inside browsing have flourished as conditions allowed. When we can once again
gather together safely, expect the return of lots of in-house programming like visits from
authors, critters from the zoo, and a freely accessible used book store to help enrich life in
Ogdensburg - thanks to Penny and her team. Times have been very challenging around
here lately, but we couldn’t be in better hands. Thank you, Penny!

Virtual Book Sale

As we long for the pandemic to recede, we can all hope for more freedom of movement this
summer. Until then our new bookstore remains closed, awaiting safer times. Meanwhile,
the popular virtual book sale has returned. Bags of 5 — 6 books (5 — 8 for children) will be
offered at $5.00 each. Please prepay your order form by April 5t for pickup April 9th. For
more details check our Facebook page or call the library.
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The Friends page on Facebook has a new name that says it all. Soon you will be seeing campaign
signs urging support for the Library on many lawns around the city.

Some Points about the Upcoming Referendum

After almost 100 years funding its public library, the current city government has elected to cut it
all off starting next year. If this funding isn’t replaced the library will likely be forced to close.
The referendum asks tax payers in the OFA school district to approve an additional budget cost
of $225,000 to keep the library open. By comparison, in 2014 the City provided the library with
$543,366. There will be a separate vote on the school tax ballot May 18th at OFA’s Golden Dome.
The polls will be open from noon until 9 PM.

Is this a new tax?

Yes and no. Yes, because it will be a new item
VOte YES on Ma 1 8' on the ballot; No, because library funding is
1 being removed from the City of Ogdensburg
budget.
Support Our s

Will we be voting on this every year?

Library!

No. This will be it until/unless in future years
Paid for by the Friends of the conditions require a higher amount. The

Library library trustees have studied this carefully and
believe this should suffice for the foreseeable
future.

What is this going to cost me?

It will be based on the assessed value of your property in the district. Given an average assess-
ment of $65,000 it would cost a property owner about $58 more per year. That’s $.16 per day.

More important than what a YES VOTE will cost you is what it will cost all of us if the referen-
dum fails. No more library and one more empty un-maintained historic building in the heart of
our city.

Amazon Smile is paying the Library!

A great (and painless) way to help the library is through the Amazon Smile Program. Amazon
will contribute .5% of your ongoing purchases to benefit the library - at no cost to you. Log in to
smile.amazon.com and follow the prompts. You will be asked to select a charity. Type in Friends
of the Ogdensburg Public Library and you’re in! We recently received a check for over $700 from
Amazon, thanks to the generosity of patrons like you!
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The Ogdensburg Public Library is ...

A place to find things out, a place for computer time, music and movies. A safe place for our
children to play and learn. A place for all in our community.

Please, Save our Library. Vote YES at the Golden Dome on May 18.

“When the well is dry we know the worth of water”
~ Benjamin Franklin

Did you know?

About a century ago Ogdensburg philanthropists
John Howard and George Hall made plans to build
and give the city an all new library building to cost
$100,000 (that’s about $1.5 million in today’s
money). In exchange the city pledged financial
support of $7,500 per year ($112,000). A few
months before it was completed the building
suffered a major fire that consumed the central
part of the building. Fortunately, the estimated
loss of $15,000 ($212,000) was insured.

Let’s keep in touch!

We want everyone to know that the Friends’ Meetings Minutes and this quarterly newsletter
are both available on the library’s website: https://Ogdensburgpubliclibrary.org

Consider joining the Friends of the Library. Covid-19 won’t be here forever. Our group shares
a love of reading and strong support for our library. Summer can be a great time to reconnect
with or even make new friends!

Curbside Service We help fund many o I N
i ) ) i library events, and
All lending materials are available by curbside purchase materials. Frieriels
pickup. Order by phone, email, or the website Come, be a Friend, ——
ncls.org for pickup as follows: and help the library!
>

. o Click on this image
Tuesday 9:30AM — 12:30PM on our website for

Thursday 1:30PM — 4:30PM more information.
Saturday 9:30AM — 11:30AM




