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Library Bookstore to Reopen! 

The Library Bookstore will reopen 

June 2nd.  You’ll find much more 

than just books; there are simply no 

better deals to be found on high 

quality media! All Covid cautions 

will be observed, including a hand 

sanitation station at the door. We 

will be open Wednesdays 4 – 6 PM, 

Thursdays and Fridays 2 – 4 PM.  

Hope to see you there! 

This space was brought to fruition by 

Friends of the Library volunteers, 

and it’s these volunteers you’ll find 

when you visit the bookstore. We’re 

always looking for enthusiastic book 

lovers to help in this regard.  

Spring Blossoms photo in front of  the Ogdensburg Library by Melanie Brown 
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 The Best Fiction of all Time 

There’s a useful dining hack you can use when visiting an unfamiliar restaurant. Ask them what their 

most popular dishes are. It can be rewarding. With that in mind, here’s a list of the ten most popular 

fiction works of all time. All but one of these titles are available through the library – think summer 

reading list! 

D0n Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes written 1612 - 
This work could be the most translated book in history behind the bible. 

It’s the tale of a Spanish noble who has read so many novels of heroic 

chivalry that he decides to become a knight errant. In his delusion he’s 

unable to see the world as it is with hilarious and poignant results. OPL 

has a graphic version of this work on the shelf, too.    

A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens, 1859 - “It was 

the best of times, it was the worst of times.” The most famous opening  

of any fiction work, this novel set during the French Revolution has drawn readers to its gripping  

account of fascinating characters living through the French Revolution. It’s been adapted to film,  

radio, the stage, and opera. 

Lord of the Rings, J. R.R. Tolkien, 1959 - The classic fantasy-based epic saga of the 

battle between good and evil, set in Middle Earth, a distant land in the remote past. It was created as 

a sequel to The Hobbit and supports a massively successful film series. 

The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint-Exupery, 1943 - A solo pilot crash lands in 

the Sahara, far from civilization. He has limited water and must repair his plane or perish. Out of  

of nowhere he is greeted by a young boy called “The Little Prince” who has traveled there from a dis-

tant asteroid. The prince tells the aviator about life on other worlds. Their conversation in clouds of 

fantasy deals with themes of love, loss, friendship and loneliness. It has proven to be alluring tale to 

readers of all ages.  

The Hobbit,  J. R.R. Tolkien, 1937 - The prequel to LOTR, one day a bored Oxford don 

facing a stack of essays to grade wrote on a blank cover, “In a hole in the ground there lived a hob-

bit”.  There began what became the giant, richly complex saga of Middle Earth. 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, J. K. Rowling, 1997 - This is 

the first of seven volumes depicting a young wizard’s coming of age. By the way, this is a list of the 

top ten most popular works of fiction; spots ranked 11 – 16 are occupied by the other volumes of the 

Harry Potter tale. There hasn’t been a literary phenomenon to compare for the last fifty years.   
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Curbside Service is still available 
 

All lending materials are available by curbside 

pickup to anyone who still requires it. Order 

lending materials by phone, email, or at 

ncls.org for pickup:   
 

Phone:          315 393-4325 

Email:    OgdLib@ncls.org 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S Lewis, 1950 - This is the first 

and by far most popular of seven Chronicles of Narnia. Lewis wanted his work to be attractive to 

older readers. He wrote, “A children’s story which is enjoyed only by children is a bad children’s 

story”. Narnia is a fantasy land of talking animals accessed through an antique wardrobe (a large 

wooden cabinet) by four children who enjoy marvelous adventures with their ally the lion against the 

wicked witch who rules there. Lewis and Tolkien were close personal friends. 

She: A History of Adventure, Henry Rider Haggard, 1887 - Written by the 

author of King Solomon’s Mines this is another “Lost World” fantasy from the late Victorian age of 

empire. It glorifies British imperialism in Africa and today seems distastefully racist. Its popularity 

spawned eight film adaptations from 1911 to 2001. 

Not available through the library system. 

The Adventures of Pinocchio, 

Carlo Collodi, 1881 - A children’s fantasy 

that’s darker and more complex than the famous 

1940 Disney animation. The title character, a puppet 

who would become a real boy, is known for his nose 

growing longer when he’s under stress, or especially 

if he’s lying. 

The Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown, 

2003 - A fast paced adventure mystery steeped in 

an “alternative” take on Christian history, this book 

offended some but enthralled far more.  Translated 

into over 40 languages it was made into a 2006 film 

that drew mediocre reviews.  

(11 through 16 are all the other Harry Potter stories) 

We help fund many 

library events, and 

purchase materials. 

Come, be a Friend, 

and help the library!  

 

Click on this image 

on our website for 

more information. 
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By now everyone interested should be armed with the real facts about the up-

coming referendum. While your mileage may vary, the average homeowner in 

the city will pay $ 0.16 per day to keep the library open and providing vital ser-

vices to patrons of all ages. There is an additional factor of leverage: Director 

Penny Kerfien has brought in about $500,000 in money from outside Ogdens-

burg to fund various specific library needs since she joined the organization. 

There will be more to come. Anyone unclear about library finances, “Where the 

money goes” is welcome to contact her directly and review audited reports.  

Some have suggested that it would be wise for the library to stray from its key 

mission and perhaps open a café or gift shop, both of which would require addi-

tional capital and divert energy from its prime mission. 

Our city is blessed with several fine eateries and some very nice gift shops too; 

there’s only one library. Don’t let it go.  

Please vote YES to Save the Library on May 18.  


