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Year end is a great time to reflect on all we have to be thankful for. We’ll start with the
Friends of the Ogdensburg Public Library, a group who often operates behind the scenes
with financial support and volunteer hours for book sales, lawn work, fundraising, and
wherever a hand is needed. Thanks to all Friends!

A friend appreciation by Dorian Lenney-Wallace, Children’s Librarian

Donna Barr volunteered to run
Ogdensburg Public Library’s
Music and Movement program
starting in 2011 when Bonnie
Wright, our children’s librarian
at the time, retired. That year
she ran the summer reading
program at the library as well
as other children’s program-
ming. Donna donated a collec-
tion of plush birds the library
has used for many activities,
including an indoor bird watch
just a few months ago. Donna
continued to run the Music and

Movement program until 2018 when she had to let it go due
to health concerns. She recalls many highlights of running
Music and Movement including the many sets of twins and
triplets who attended the program. Donna has also volun-
teered for the book sale, Halloween, and Christmas parties.

She misses all the children who have attended the program
over the years; the library has been one of her favorite
places since childhood, and she always enjoys a good book.
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Covid Reminder!

As this issue is going to press our region’s Covid 19
infections are rising. While the library is still fully
accessible in person, we are happy to make any
arrangements for curbside service.

Call to arrange it at 315-393 4325

Don’t forget the bookstore!

Bookstore Hours:
Wednesday - from 4PM — 6PM
Thursday - from 2PM - 4PM

Friday - from 2PM — 4PM

Book Store
PRICE LIST

Hardcovers $3

Large paperbacks $3

Paperbacks $1
DVDs S2

€Ds 51
Magazines $.10
Puzzles S1
Children’s $.50

Cake pans S$.50



Friends of the Ogdensburg Public Library Quarterly Newsletter

Winter 2021

Much appreciated ..

They say if you need something done quickly,
well, and efficiently, ask a busy person; so it is
with Laura Pearson, outgoing president of the
Friends. Along with her intensely active “day
job” as Workforce Development Coordinator/
Ogdensburg Chamber Manager, Laura gave
her time and management expertise to help
the Friends become both more effective and
efficient during her tenure, especially in plan-
ning. Even after serving as president, she will
be coordinating some exciting new events for
our patrons in the year ahead. More details
are coming in the spring. Thank you Laura for
your service, past present and future!
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.. and the BEST thank you!

What can you say about a year where the
second worst threat to your organization
; was the worldwide Covid pandemic?

i 2021 was the year that a funding cutoff
from the city of Ogdensburg threatened
our library’s very existence. A well
planned referendum campaign in March
for financial support from the citizens of
the Ogdensburg City School District was
: conducted by the Friends and earned
Penny Kerfien, Photo: Melissa Callaert voter’s approva| by a2:1 margin_ Key to
the campaign and our Covid response was the leadership of our Executive Director,
Penny Kerfien. She rose to the occasion of running the library while having to deal
with these other “side” issues. Thank you, Penny.
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Ogdensburg has been home to many fascinating people, among
them Walter Guest Kellogg (1877 — 1956). Mr. Kellogg had a very
successful career in law here.

In 1927 he wrote a historic romance about another fascinating
city denizen known as Elena “America” Vespucci.

It was said she was admired by men who saw her and despised

by all the women. She claimed to be a direct descendant of the j
famed 16™ century navigator who gave his name to our nation. WALTER GUEST KELLOGG
Described as a vivacious, multilingual Italian with sparkling eyes, e

lustrous hair and a splendid figure, she first appeared in America in 1838 and caused a sen-
sation everywhere she went. Parades and sumptuous dinners were held to honor her in
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore Boston and points beyond. Among her admirers were
President Van Buren, former President John Q Adams, and Dolly Madison.

In late 1841, her actual past caught up with her when at a ball at Boston’s Faneuil Hall, a
diplomat recognized her as an adventuress, involved in a “scandalous liaison” with the heir
to the French throne, who himself was soon to marry another. His parents had paid Elena
to go away — far away. She posed for the silhouette portrait shown on the cover of Kellogg’s
novel. It tells of her time living in the mansion across the street from the library. Nobody
knows for sure how she got from Boston to the Parish Mansion in Ogdensburg, but she
lived here in luxury with land baron
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on the shelf of several North Country
Libraries, and author Kellogg left a trust
account that assures the book will never
go out of print. It may still be purchased at
the Remington Museum shop in the house
that was once her home.
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