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In Service to the Community 

Our State Senator, Mark Walcyzk, pictured with library 
Director Penny Kerfien, recently visited the library to  
access our facilities for a remote constituent meeting 
and to catch up on issues facing OPL in 2023. Though 
new to the Senate, he is no stranger to state politics  
having served four years in the Assembly. While here he 
renewed his family membership in the Friends. Thank 
you for all you do for the North Country Senator  
Walcyzk! 

The Maple City Cook Book 
 

140 years ago in the of Summer 1883 the ladies of the Ogdensburg 

First Presbyterian Church published a collection of their favorite 

recipes entitled the “Maple City Cook Book”. It’s a comprehensive 

catalog for preparing meats, fish, soups, salads, puddings, pies and 

more.  To the 21st century palate there’s a kettleful more lard, sugar 

and boiling than we’re accustomed to. For example, depending on 

its age, spinach is to be boiled 1 to 2 hours. Still, it’s an interesting 

window on cookery of that era.  The book was printed and bound in 

Ogdensburg and surviving copies are extremely rare. We have sprin-

kled a few recipes throughout this issue.  The book’s preface closes 

with “And now, as the book goes out, full fledged to the public, we solicit for it a kind reception”. Our 

thanks go to Director Penny Kerfien for making this material accessible. For more timely and suitable  

recipes don’t forget the library has an extremely rich selection of cookbooks for all interests on the  

second floor in the Dewey decimal section 641. 

“If all printers were determined not to print anything till they 

were sure it would offend nobody, there would be very little 

printed.” ― Benjamin Franklin 
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Are you reading Libby Life? 
 

Libbylife.com is a blog and weekly newsletter full of great reading ideas and tips on how to use the 
Libby.com app more effectively.  Some recent topics: 
 

She’s a Femme Fatale:  Five books about women con artists 
 

What Library Book Clubs are Reading 
 

Literary Libations: 21 book and drink pairings for every taste 
 

Books we can’t stop recommending 

A Classic Resource:  Brewer’s Dictionary of Fact and Fable 
 

First published in 1870 by The Reverend E. Cobham Brewer, it has been updated 
every few years since. It was aimed at the growing number of people who wanted 
to understand the origins of historical or literary allusions, but did not have the 
educational exposure. The 1895 edition is in the public domain and available 
online. https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Brewer%
27s_Dictionary_of_Phrase_and_Fable 
 

Here are some sample Brewer’s entries related to canines: 
 

Dogberry:  An ignorant, self-satisfied overbearing, but good natured night-constable in Shakeseare’s 

Much Ado About Nothing, hence an officious and ignorant Jack in office. 

The Dog and the Shadow:  One who gives up the substance for its shadow.  A fable of the dog who 

dropped his bone into the stream because he opened his mouth to seize its reflection. 

Dog-eared:  Pages so crumpled and turned down.  The ears of many dogs turn down and seem limp. 

Doggo, to lie Doggo:  To get into hiding and remain there. 

Rare Book Auction! 

 
April 24th at 5 PM at the library auditorium. There are approxi-
mately 500 books to be sold in various conditions - many in 
very nice condition and some dating back to the 1700s.  Many 
of these books are valued in the hundreds of dollars. 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Brewer%27s_Dictionary_of_Phrase_and_Fable
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Brewer%27s_Dictionary_of_Phrase_and_Fable
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Cheryl Ladouceur - The Friends’ Friend, A Salute 

 

Cheryl is well known and widely admired in the Ogdensburg Library Com-

munity. She is a long serving volunteer and committee leader. To cite just 

a few of her many contributions, she organized our recent patron survey, 

planned our centennial celebrations last fall, is a library trustee, and  

currently chairs our Long Range Strategy and Program Development  

Committees. She works in our book-

store and also volunteers at the hospi-

tal. Our community is a better place 

thanks to Cheryl’s tireless efforts on our 

behalf. 

1925 High Tech 
 

This notice from the Ogdensburg Republican Journal 10/20/1925 proclaims a public exhibition of the amaz-

ing “Orthophonic Victrola”. It was the first consumer product designed to reproduce electrically recorded 

music and was introduced nationally in autumn of that 

year. This new technology brought the highest fidelity 

sound ever to consumers’ own homes. List prices 

ranged from $95 ($1,600 today) to $300 (Almost 

$5,000) depending on surrounding cabinetry. Major 

nationwide sales began in November 1925 and orders 

quickly topped $20 Million ($33 M today!)  Arthur 

Jameson, “The Victor Man” did a bustling business at 

331 Ford St, opposite today’s City Hall. 

“The phonograph … is not of any commercial value”  
Thomas A Edison, inventor of the phonograph to his  
assistant Sam Insull, c.1880 
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What’s Cooking with Dorian 

 

Dorian Lenney-Wallace recently guided a group 

though the mysteries of preparing gyoza, a tasty  

Japanese pot-sticker.  

Dorian’s next project will be March 31st at 4 PM 

to make (non edible) soap “chocolate truffles”. 

Hope to see you there! 

Game Day at the Library 

 

We recently offered Game Day at the Library, with a good 

turnout on a snowy day. Most of the adults learned to play 

Mah Jong, while the "Kid’s Table" played Scrabble Slam, 

Kathy Lawrence,  
“Games Wizard” 

Uno, and "Pick" Scrabble. Watch our Face-

book page for updates on upcoming 

Game Days at the Library. 


