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National Dinosaur Day – Kids of all ages are fascinated by 
these ancient reptiles. Children’s Librarian Dorian Lenney-
Wallace served the little ones a special day with books and a 
special Dino hunt with prizes. A great time was had by all.  
 
Don’t forget to join in the Summer Reading Program. Journal 
activity worksheets are available at the library or online. 

Since our Spring issue our glorious tulips have come and gone. Their annual  

appearance brings to mind a great 17th century European craze called The Tulip 

Mania. It was first described in “Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions”, 

1841, by Charles Mackay. In the mid 17th century Holland was enjoying a surging 

economy and infatuated with tulips from the East. Dealers bid on bulbs to insane 

levels. At one point the price of a single Semper Augustus bulb (left) as worth the 

price of a fully rigged sailing ship.  

 

McKay’s book also surveys the South Sea Bubble, certain crusades, the witch  

mania and haunted houses among other delusional episodes. Since 1841 this book 

has never been out of print.  It’s available at your library. 
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On Libraries and Librarians 
 

“Libraries and librarians have their own universal history of infamy:  attacks, bombings, censorship, purges, 
persecution. On their shelves sit books written in enemy countries, sometimes even countries at war with 
each other. Guides to photography and the interpretation of dreams.  Essays about microbes and about gal-
axies. A book printed yesterday, and beside it one that is twenty centuries old.  And in our times, finally, we 
are all invited in: foreigners and locals, those with glasses or contact lenses or sleep dust in their eyes, men 
with their hair in a bun and women in ties. This is what Utopia looks like” - from “Papyrus, the Invention of 
Books in the Ancient World”, by Irene Vallejo, Alfred Knopf, New York 2023 
 
Have you signed up for Libby Life?   If not you are missing out on a great free readers’ resource.  Go to 
www.libbylife.com 

Meet Polaris 
After months of planning and design The North Country Library System has installed a new online app for pa-
trons.  It has several new features.  To help you get oriented our IT Guru Melanie Brown has written a great 
how-to manual.  Here’s a link. 
https://ogdensburgpubliclibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/How-do-I-use-the-new-online-system-
2.pdf 
Questions?  Come see Melanie at the desk for more details and helpful hints. 

Librarians and Search Engines 
 

In the late 1960s researchers at Syracuse University’s Library Science Department developed an early concept 
of a “Search Engine”. This was to address a professional concern:  At the college and graduate school levels 
patrons needed access to highly specialized resources. The number of trained advanced research librarians 
struggled to keep up with the explosive growth of highly specialized subject matter.  At SU they began by fo-
cusing on a single narrow specialty – psychology research papers. They created SUPARS  (Syracuse University 
Psychological Abstracts Retrieval Service) whereby scholars could access a remote mainframe computer via 
terminals at SU. There was no such thing as a PC then; users went to remote terminals scattered around the 
academic buildings that were connected to a distant mainframe. The Library Science faculty were concerned 
with developing a search tool to effectively leverage the specialized librarian’s knowledge. In effect, they cre-
ated the first online search app. SUPARS gave its users the ability to search free text directly in the research 
papers themselves, and by allowing searchers to piggyback on strategies used by others who came before. 
Meanwhile, SUPARS determined the utility of all these individual searches through analysis of its activity log. 
We have Silicon Valley to thank for sophisticated search engines and other Internet regalia, but a key idea 
came from librarians at Syracuse University! 

http://www.libbylife.com
https://ogdensburgpubliclibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/How-do-I-use-the-new-online-system-2.pdf
https://ogdensburgpubliclibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/How-do-I-use-the-new-online-system-2.pdf
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We are proud of the Friends 
 

The Friends support the Ogdensburg Public Library in a variety of 
ways.  In the past quarter 
we financed the cost of refurbishing six comfy reading chairs. They 
look and feel great! 
 
Friends volunteer for our spring and fall book sales and for work on 
the grounds and other activities. It’s fun to get together and advance 
our library in the community. 
 
Rare Book Auction 
 

In a special project, after months of research and planning the Friends, led by Kathy Lawrence and Kathryn 
Farr, ran a successful rare book auction in late April. Kathy Lawrence described it well: 
“It took many hands to hold this event. Friends Kathryn Farr and Kathy Lawrence did the research and listing. 
Laura Pearson, Sean McNamara, and Wendy Hamilton took care of the advertising. Melanie Brown designed 
the on-line posters. Kathy Schuman of the Sandwich Warehouse provided the cookies.  In addition to the two 
Kathys, Lin Griffin and Sally Clark did the auction set-up, and were runners at the event. Clare Murdock and 
Cheryl Ladouceur ran the registration. Beth Lyons, Ed LaVarnway, and Brenda Trivilino kept the books secure 
during the preview and  auction. Beth, Wendy Hamilton, and Tom Lawrence took care of check-out and the 
banking. As always, library director Penny Kerfien, and her staff were supportive in every way. This event 
could not have happened without the generosity of Ed and Kelly Law of Auction Express, Lisbon. Their time, 
enthusiasm, advice, and guidance were instrumental in moving an idea to a live auction. We are thankful” 
 
And, we are Friends. Please consider getting more involved. We meet at the Library the second Wednesday 
of each month at 4PM. Join us at our next meeting and see what’s cooking! 

A Kindness Returned 
 

“Take this script”, Rudyard Kipling said to the nurse who had cared for his first born child, “and someday if 
you are in need of money you may be able to sell it at a handsome price.”  Years later, when the nurse was in 
actual want, she sold the manuscript – of the first Jungle Book – and lived in comfort for the rest of her life. 
 
Did you know? 
 

Agatha Christie is the acknowledged best selling fiction author of all time. As of last winter she has sold over 
2 billion copies in 44 languages. 
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Our Turtle Tenant 
 

Our youngest patrons often start their library visit by saying hello to 
Sophie, our resident Trachemys scripta elegans, or Red-eared Slider 
Terrapin to the rest of us. The name comes from the red patches on 
either side of their head and their ability to slide quickly off a rock or 
log into the water. A well cared for Slider can live to be 30.  

 

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
franchise has generated billions in 
toy, video game and film sales.  
When it was disclosed that the Carapaced Crusaders are themselves red-
eared sliders it caused a buying spree for this already popular breed of turtle. 
They are commonly found as pets around the world, though as non-
symptomatic carriers for salmonella, basic care must taken to wash after 
handling them or changing their water. Incidentally there are several of the 
very popular Ninja Turtle videos available for loan at your library! 

The Greatest Cookbook? 
 

If you enjoy gastronomy you might enjoy the classic, “The Physiology of Taste”, by Anthelme Brillat-Savarin.  

It’s still in print today though it had to be published at the author’s expense in 1825 after he spent 30 years 

writing it. When his brother later sold the rights to a publisher for the equivalent of $3,500 he had to throw 

in a genuine Stradivarius too. It’s part memoir, part meditation on the pleasures of the table. His epigrams 

abound:  “The discovery of a new dish does more for the happiness of the human race than the discovery of a 

star.” and “Tell me what you eat and I will tell you what you are.” This classic is available through the North 

Country Library System. A chance to commune with a great mind from two centuries ago. 


