Ogdensburg Public Library

Public Comment at Board Meetings

Purpose

The Board of Trustees of Ogdensburg Public Library values input from the community and
recognizes the public’s right to attend open meetings. To facilitate input from our community,
Board of Trustees meetings shall include a period for public comment. This policy establishes a
process for receiving public comment.

Policy

Library Board of Trustees meetings shall include a public comment period at the beginning of
each meeting, held after the call to order. The Board President, or presiding officer, shall oversee
the application of the period.

Article 1: Guidelines for Participation:

1.1 Each person wishing to speak during a public comment period will be limited to three (3)
minutes.

1.2 Each comment period will be limited to a total of thirty (30) minutes, unless extended at
the discretion of the board.

1.3 Comments must relate to library services, programs, or governance. Personnel matters,
individual staff performance, or confidential issues may not be addressed in public
session.

1.4 The library’s Patron Conduct Policy extends to the conduct of speakers during this
period. Speakers shall refrain from profanity, personal attacks, and disruptive behavior.

Article 2: Board Response

The board will listen to comments but shall not be compelled to act or respond to comments or
questions posed by the public.

Article 3: Submission of Comments in Writing

If a member of the public is unable to attend the meeting in person but wishes their written
comments be read aloud during the comment period, they may submit public comment to the
Executive Director. Written comments must be submitted to the library at least 24 hours in
advance of the meeting. The reading of written comments shall not exceed the time limits for
individuals or the total comment period above, giving priority to those in attendance.
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